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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as indicated below 

1 , (Cnirently Amended) A method for compensating foi a fieqiiency offset 
between an ingiess local area network and an egiess local atea network commimicating 
ovei a tiansport network, said ingiess local area network employing an ingiess intei- 
packet gap between each packet in a packet flow, said method comprising the steps of : 

leceiving a plurality of packets over said tianspoit network originating 
from said ingress local aiea netwoik; and 

providing said plurality of received packets to said egress local area 
network with an egress inter -packet gap between each of said r eceived packets, wher ein a 
size of said egiess inter-packet gap is adjnated decreased t o compensate for said 
frequency offse t when said ingress local area network is faster than sa id egress local aiea 
network and is increased to compensate for said frequency offset when said egress local 
area netwoik is faster than said ingress local aiea netwoik 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein a frequency of said ingiess 
local area network exceeds a frequency of said egress local area netwoik and said 
providing step further comprises the step of reducing said size of said egress intei-packet 
gap 

3 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said a fiequency of 

said egress local area netwoik exceeds a fiequency of said ingress local area netwoik and 
said providing step fiirther comprises the step of increasing said size of said egress inter- 
packet gap, 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wheiiein said size of said egiess intei- 

packet gap is statically configuied based on said fiequency offset, 
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5 (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said size of said egress intei- 
packet gap is dynamically adjusted based on a fill level of a buffer associated with an 
egress poit of said transport network. 

6 (Oiiginal) The method of claim 1, wherein said size of said egiess mter- 
packet gap is dynamically adjusted to prevent a buffer associated with an egress port of 
said transport network fiom overflowing, 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said size of said egress inter- 
packet gap is reduced by deleting idle symbols from an extended inter-packet gap., 

8, (Currently Amended) A method for compensating for a frequency offset 
between an ingress local area network and an egress local area network communicating 
over a transport network, said ingress local area network employing an ingress inter- 
packet gap between each packet in a packet flow, said method comprising the steps of; 

receiving a plurality of packets over said transport network originating 
fiom said ingress local area network; and 

providing said plurality of received packets to said egress local area 
network with an egress inter-packet gap between each of said received packets, wherein a 
size of said egress inter-packet gap is less than a size of said ingress inter-packet gap 
when said meress local area network is faster than said egres s local area network and is 
greater than a size of said inter-packet p a p when sa id egress local area network is faster 
than said ingr ess local area network 

9 (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein said size of said egiess mter- 
packet gap is statically configured based on an expected fiequency offset 

10 (Currently Amended) A method for compensating for' a fiequency offset 
between an ingress local area network and an egress local area network communicatmg 
over a transport network, said ingress local area network employing an ingress inter- 
packet gap between each packet in a packet flow, said method comprising the steps of: 
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bufifeiing a plmality of packets received over said tianspoit netwoik 
oiiginating fiom said ingtess local aiea network in an egress buffer'; 

monitoring a fill level of said egress buffer; and 

providing said plurality of received packets to said egress local area 
network with an egiess inter-packet gap between each of said received packets, wherein a 
size of said egiess inter-packet gap is adjusted decieased b ased on said fill level when 
said ingress local area network is faster than said egress local area network and is 
incieased based on said fill level when said egress local area network is faster than said 
ingress local areanetwoik . 

1 1 (Oiiginal) The method of claim 1 0, wheiein said size of said egress inter- 
packet gap is adjusted to prevent said egiess buffer fiom overflowing. 

12 (Currently Amended) A method fbi compensating fbi a fiequency offset 
between an ingiess local aiea netwoik and an egiess local area network communicating 
ovei a tianspoit network, said ingress local area netwoik employing an ingtess inter - 
packet gap between each packet in a packet flow, said method comprising the steps of: 

r e c e iving a plurality of packets over said transport network originating 
from said ingress local ar e a network; and 

providing said plurality of r o o o ivcd packets to said egress local area 
network with an egress inter packet gap betw oe n each of said rocoivod packots, wher e in - a 
oiz o of said cgroog int e r packet gap is adjusted to componaato for said firequonoy offs e t. 

buffeting a plurality of packets received over' said transport network 
oiiginating fiom said ingiess local aiea network in a first egiess buffei; 

writing said plurality of packets from said fust egiess buffer in a second 
egress buffei at a late associated with said ttanspoit netwoik together with an inter-packet 
gap separating each packet; and 

providhig said plurality of received packets to said egiess local aiea 
netwoik with an egiess inter-packet gap between each of said received packets, wherein a 
size of said egiess inter-packet gap is leduced by deleting one or more idle symbols fiom 
said inter-packet gap when said ingiess local aiea network is faster th an said egress local 
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at€a network and is increased bv inseiting one at moie idle symbols in said inter-packet 
gap when said egress local area netwoik is faster than said ingiess local a iea network 

13 (Cuirently Amended) An apparatus for compensating for a fiequency 
offset between an ingiess local area netwoik and an egiess local area network 
communicating over a tianspoit netwoik, said ingiess local aiea netwoik employing an 
ingiess inter-packet gap between each packet in a packet flow, said apparatus compiising: 

a poit for receiving a pluiality of packets ovei' said tianspoit netwoik 
originating fiom said ingiess local area network; and 

means for pioviding said pluiality of received packets to said egiess local 
area netwoik with an egress intei-packet gap between each of said received packets, 
wherein a size of said egiess inter- packet gap is adjusted decreased to compensate for 
said fiequency offset when said ingress local aiea netwoik is faster th an said egiess local 
area network and is incieased to compensate foi said fiequency offset when said eg iess 
local area netwoik is fastei than said ingiess local area network . 

14 (Oiiginal) The apparatus of claim 13, wheiein a fiequency of said ingiess 
local area netwoik exceeds a frequency of said egress local area netwoik and said means 
for providing further comprises means fbi reducing said size of said egress inter-packet 
gap 

1 5 (Cuitently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 3, wheiein mid a fiequency 
of said egress local area netwoik exceeds a fiequency of said ingress local aiea netwoik 
and wheiein means for providing fuithei comprises means foi increasing said size of said 

egiess inter-packet gap 

16. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wheiein said size of said egiess 

inter-packet gap is statically configured based on said fiequency offset 
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17. (Original) Ihe appaiatus of claim 13, wheiein said size of said egiess 

inter-packet gap is dynamically adjusted based on a fill level of a buffer associated with 
an egiess poit of said ttanspoit network. 

18 (Original) The appaiatus of claim 13, wherein said size of said egiess 

inter-packet gap is dynamically adjusted to prevent a buffei associated with an egiess 
port of said transport network from overflowing, 

19.. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said egress inter-packet gap 

is inserted by provider equipment between said transport network and said egress local 

area network 

20. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said size of said egress 

inter -packet gap is r educed by deleting idle symbols fi om an extended inter -packet gap 



